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May 24 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Appropriations 
Legislation 
May 24, 2002 

The House did a great service today for 
our men and women in uniform fighting 
the war against terror, for homeland secu-
rity, and for fiscal discipline. The House 
also showed our enemies that America is 
united and determined to fight and win 
this war on our terms. 

A combination of recession and the need 
to spend what it takes to win the war have 
put the Federal budget into deficit. As we 
do what is necessary to prevail in the war 
and protect our homeland, the Congress 
must restrain other Government spending 
so we can return to a balanced budget 
soon. 

The House has shown that a responsible 
budget can be enacted, and the Senate 
should follow suit. I expect the Senate to 
only spend on what is necessary to fight 
the war and for our immediate emergency 
needs. With our Nation now at war, now 
is not the time for unnecessary spending 
on lower priority items. 

The House bill is a successful model for 
budget and spending bills: Fund our most 
basic priorities without increasing the def-
icit or undermining our efforts to return 
to a balanced budget. I am especially grate-
ful to Speaker Hastert and Chairman Young 
for their leadership, and to all the Members 
of Congress who voted for this package. 

Statement on Proposed Citizen Service Legislation 
May 24, 2002 

I commend House Select Education 
Subcommittee Chairman Peter Hoekstra 
and Ranking Member Tim Roemer for 
their bipartisan leadership in introducing 
H.R. 4854, the ‘‘Citizen Service Act of 
2002.’’ In January, I called upon all Ameri-
cans to dedicate at least 2 years—the equiv-
alent of 4,000 hours—over the course of 
their lives in service to others, and I laid 
out policies for fostering service all across 
the country and around the world. Increas-
ing opportunities for all Americans to par-
ticipate in meaningful service activities is 
a priority of this administration, and the 
bipartisan sponsors and co-sponsors of the 

‘‘Citizen Service Act of 2002’’ are leading 
that effort in the House of Representatives. 

Programs such as Learn and Serve Amer-
ica, Senior Corps, and AmeriCorps offer 
Americans a variety of ways to help meet 
important community needs through serv-
ice. Through their hard work on the ‘‘Cit-
izen Service Act of 2002,’’ Chairman 
Hoekstra and Congressman Roemer are 
helping to strengthen and improve these 
programs based on the principles and re-
forms I outlined earlier this year. I also 
look forward to working with the Senate 
and to signing the ‘‘Citizen Service Act of 
2002’’ this legislative session. 
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